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Adoration: After Sat Morning Mass
One last chance Forbearance

Whenever we read the gospel about giving the ufifilifig
tree one last chance to bear fruit | think of myuygest
brother Kris.

My Mum stopped working after | was born, so for mos

their married life my parents only had Dad’s modteran-

come as a teacher. Nevertheless, by living frugally man-
aged to provide their six children with a good estion. It

was a great help that we all won scholarships. Hewe
when Kris was in his first year at university hetsoroughly
enjoyed his newly-won freedom that he flunked histf
exams and lost his scholarship. Dad got so upsattahis

that he told Kris he was not going to spend anyemoney
on his education. He told him to leave universitd dind

himself a job. After much ado Mum eventually mardge
persuade Dad to give the boy one last chance. raide a
big effort to study the subjects he had screwedregat his
exams and passed with flying colours.

7th March 2010

In a nutshell

Natural disasters
happen. No one is to

blame for them. ) . .
People suffer and die It was only while swotting so hard to make the mafshis

in violent crimes and ©ne last chance’ that he discovered his speciaé léor
accidents. Such trage- French literature. He got so interested in it t¢r taking

dies and sudden his master's degree he decided to do a PhD. Nocouokl

During nine years of drought, the majes-
tic tree in our front garden continued to
cling to life, but last summer’s extreme
heat burned it to a crisp. The tree sur-
geon we consulted pronounced it dead.
‘It will have to be cut down,’ he said.

| began to wonder sorrowfully what we
could plant in its place. It had been a
spectacular, much loved tree.

And then... | noticed a halo of the faint-
est green on its crown.

‘Wait,’ | said. ‘Let's give it a go for a
while. Let’s see what happens.’

We did. The rains came, and Spring has
come. Our tree wears a full head of rich
green on its way to recovering, not its
former glory, but a brand new one.

So do we find that the evergreen Spirit
of God needs our forbearance, and our
hope, in order to work its will. (Rose)

Itis the Lord who forgives all your guilt,
who heals every one of your ills,
who redeems your life from the grave,

deaths can be a ‘wake Nave been happier and prouder than Dad on the gy hwho crowns you with love and compas-

up’ call for us. Where youngest got his doctor’s degree.

is God in all this?
How do we live our
lives? God is well

Kris is now a successful and happy professor ohéhe
literature who greatly enjoys introducing othergte world

aware of our suffer- he nearly failed to discover himself. | have ofigandered

ings, and gives us what kind of life he might have had if he had béamed to

opportunities to make drop out after screwing up those first exams. gbleth)

a new start, to grow in

love and good works.

sion.
(Psalm 102:3-4)

Do we have eyes to see?

Earth’'s crammed with heaven,

And every common bush afire with

God;

But only he who sees, takes off his shoes
The rest sit round it and pluck blackber-
ries.

Elizabeth Barrett Browning (1806-1861)



Deacon John Watkins
A gallery of photos taken during John's ordinationFriday
can be viewed at:

Lectio Divinia : Praying the Scriptures in Lent and
Holy Week 2010, Year C.

Free Booklets are available in the Foyer of the
Church - please take one.

Please pray for those who are sick
Wsther Ayre, Megan Zwaan, Maureen Ivanoff,
Micheline Collins, Vincent Bradley, Herb Connolly,
Kathy Grant, Michael Hagarty, Lily Reddington,
Mary Chetcuti, Rapata Wharerau, Jane Indrajaja,
Gerard Monaghan, Ah Lan, Daniel Williams,
Robert Kent, Adam Ostrowski, Arturo Lim, Sarah
Dwyer, Frank Graham, Jessica & John Cetta,
Mary O’Brien, Stephen Lister, Adela Kasdaglis,
Maureen Buchtmann, Elizabeth Davies, Winnie
Keane, Tess Kastanas, Jacoboa Beukers,
Elizabeth Palmer, Katelyn Reid, Brian Mooney,
Jeffrey Thomson, Carmen Muscat, Jane McCann,
Vicki Wells, Bob Wells and George Rozsival.

Please pray for Peter Tan, Bill Baldwin, Frank
Baskett, Elizabeth Hession, Joel Holligan, Fred
San Pedro, Glen Touzell, Anna Veg, Brother
Edmund Slattery and Chilean disaster victims who
died recently and for George Attard, Marie Gatt,
Mary Armstrong, Gary Cleary, Jamie Tuite,
Thelma McSpadden, Leslie Walczuk, Mary Anne
Hancock, Joseph Lusch, Clive Chapman and
Mary Rose Guillaumier whose anniversaries
occur at this time and also for Reg Levinge,
Bernard and Norah Wilding.
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The Rosary Statue will be at the home of John and
Theresa Brombal of 5417 Woodi Close, Glenmore Park
and the Rosary will be said at 7 pm. All welcome.

Congratulations : Callum Grant, Briony Lees, Noah
Michael, Sara and Stephanie Rowley and Ethan
Wraight who were baptized on 28th February 2010.

Catechist News: We are in urgent need of the
following:  The catechist office is in urgent need of a
replacement teacher to take a combined year 3 and 4
scripture class at Penrith South primary school on Tues-
days at 12:25 pm. All resources are provided along with
workbooks.

If you feel that you could give 30 minutes of your time to
this rewarding ministry please contact Anne Tucker at the
parish house on Tuesday and Wednesdays on
472125009.
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Parish Webpage

The parish is interested in meeting with a person ith the
ability in technology, specifically webpage design,
construction and maintenance enabling links to othe
parish and diocesan groups.

Please contact Lyn at the parish office on 4721 280

Bateman Battersby

L Y W Y E R S

We inwvite members of the pansh to
take advantage of our legal
sendoes specialising in:

* Property Law
* Business Law
» Wills & Estates

= Family Law
= Megligence Law
= Court Appearances

Ph: 02 47315899

www.batemanbaitersby.com.au
ies@ I

Phone 4736 3883

“‘CARING IS OUR DUTY” ¢ "$
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RCIA News.. .more information: Ina & Norman Heffernan 47 321 751
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
is the process that makes it possible for adults to be
received into the Catholic Church.

UNDERSTANDING THE RCIA
a journey for the entire parish ......
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Montgrove College :
(formerly Orchard Hills Preparatory Scho Ladies of Grace F_unerals
Yvonne Meehan JP caring personally] &

professionally for your needs.
- A'woman’s compassion
24 hours everyday
Fully Australian

Lo s - Private Chapel

w ¥ o'eos % . Prepau_j Funeral Plans
oo, % Penrith Valley
(o 4735 6900
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*Grace * Sincerity * Integrity
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Hospitality Group : Greeters. We would like to
invite any of our parishioners who are interested in
joining this group. Please contact the office on
4721 2509.

s % &' ()

% % * $ +
%
%% % ,
*
# % - %
, I, % 0
1
% 2* %
% % $ %%
3 4 5 !
+

PILGRIMAGE TO 300 YEARS DEVOTION TO
OUR LADY OF PENAFRANCIA
TO NAGA CITY, PHILIPPINES 12 SEPT - 26 SEPT

The Australian Devotees of Our Lady of Penafraigia
organising a pilgrimage to Naga City, Philippines t
celebrate the 300 years devotion to Our Lady of
Penafrancia. The devotion started in 1710 in Naga
City.

There will be an International Pilgrim Congres$&o
held in Naga City on 17th Sept from 10:00 am to

The fluvial procession will be held on 18th Sepbris!
than a million will witness the fluvial procession.

The pilgrimage package includes 4 nights accommoda-

tion in Manila. Bicol tour is also being organiseidh
the Philippine Tourism Office.

If you want to join the pilgrimage, please contimsie
Musa on 0404046737.
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CHRISTENINGS etc

Capture those special
moments - as they happen.
Jodana Video Productions work discreetjy
to capture all those important moments
Includes titles, special effects
and your choice of music.
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ENROLMENTS 2011
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Welcome Bishop Anthony Fisher, Bishop of Par-
ramatta — four page wrap

Big jump in indigenous students in Catholic
schools

Champion of laity paved way for women in Curia
Good confession a good Lenten practice, says
cardinal

Choir to lend ‘musical wings to prayer’

Why Fr Michael has a keen regard for catechists
SCENE set for young, old to share Gospel
message

Judi’s fighting the fight’ for modesty, ethics
1200 at dedication of Padre Pio Church

Big steps for tiny feet

Mamre Project Sudanese Program

Volunteers are urgently needed to assist in the
creche 10.00am - 2.00pm one day per week
during school terms. Also we are trying to
organize for each of the Sudanese secondary
students to have someone to assist them with
homework one day per week from about 4-5pm or
some time during the weekend.

If you can assist in either of these ways it would be
much appreciated. For further information contact
Sr Janet on 0418 690 487.
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DAILY LIFE WITH GOD - a series of three evenings
exploring this theme from the perspectives of three
different spiritual traditions: Vedanta, Christian and
Muslim.

Mondays, March 1, 15 and 29, 7.30 — 9 pm, at the &it
Centre, 22 McHatton Street, North Sydney.

Tel. 9955 3053.

A stimulating and spiritually nourishing program. You
and your friends warmly invited. Suggested
contribution: $15 per session, or what you can affal.

ST JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC GIRLS’ HIGH SCHOOL
KOGARAH

Back to St Joseph’s Cocktail Evening

For all former students and staff of St Josephth@a
Girls’ High School Kogarah.

Friday 19 March, 7.00-9.00pm, Bethany College,

2 Croydon Rd, Hurstville.

Tickets $20, available from Bethany College Office,

Ph 8566 071linfo@bethanyhurstville.catholic.edu.aar
josephmarybethany@gmail.com

Dr. M. |. Morian ) * o+,
MB BS AMC(SYD.),FRACGP,AMP .
Bulk Billing, Appointments ! ” # $&
Available T
Lady Doctor available
&)HHH)*+

Shop

2, 1 Bringelly Road
Kingswood

Ph. 47364000 &
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WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE
ENCOUNTER

A weekend for married couples. Take

time out of your busy schedule, to invest

in your most precious asset . . . Your

Marriage! This is a unique

opportunity to recharge your relationship batteries
refocus on each other and fall in love all over agal
Weekend dates: 19 — 21 March, Edmund Rice
Retreat Centre, Mulgoa, (nr. Penrith) NSWFor book-
ings/details contact:

02 6379 1125 or 02 4283 3435

Information: website www.wwme.org.au

Father Brian Fitzpatrick and the Holy Spirit Parish
Social Justice Committeevould like to invite you to
attend a presentation highlighting the plight of :

ASYLUM SEEKERS

Aged Care Disease Awareness Day at Penrith
Panthers

Are you aged 60 years or over? Do you know
someone 60+? Are you concerned that you may
have any health issues with any of the following :

* Diabetes * Osteoporosis

* Hypertension * Depression

* Macular degeneration/ * Memory loss
Cataracts

If you answered yes to any of the above and are 60,
you are invited to attend our FREE Aged Care
Disease Awareness Day, organized by the
Discipline of Geriatric Medicine at Sydney Medical
School-Nepean.

Please feel free to drop in any time between 9 am
and 4 pm orsaturday 20th March 2010 at
Panthers Exhibition Marquee, Mulgoa Road,
Penrith .

For further information, please call Leigh Bambury
on 4734 4278 or Maree Yabsley on 4734 3205.

UPPER ROOM GATHERING: BEREAVEMENT
GROUP

Every second Thursday of the month the Solo Parent
Ministry facilitates a bereavement group for thegm

are over 50 years of age who have suffered theoloss
their partner or spouse through death. We meehagmi
Thursday 11 March at 11.00 am at 2A Villiers St (Anne

The documentary “A Well Founded Fear” produced Clark Centre) Parramatta. It is an “open” group and

by the Edmund Rice Centre will be shown.

The director of the Edmund Rice Centre Phil Glen-

denning will be our guest speaker. Phil will gave

talk about his experience working with asylum seek-
ers and making the documentary. There will be time

for questions from the audience.

VENUE: Holy Spirit Parish Church
Cnr. Todd Row & Moore Street,

St. Clair

DATE:  Saturday 18of March 2010

TIME: Immediately after the 6.00 pm Mass
(or approximately 7.00pm.)
Supper will be provided.

RSVP: 11/03/10 to Parish Secretary Cathy on

9670.8222 or Emaiil:
parish@holyspiritstclair.com.au

therefore welcomes old and new members each month.
This month we will focus some time on “Normal Grief
Reactions” and also allow you time and opportutaty
share with others your experience of grief and ow

are managing with this very difficult journey.

Register with Sr. Eileen Quade on 99330205 or
Eileen.quade@ccss.org.au

Pilgrimage

Father John Boyle from Castle Hill Parish is leaving
for Europe on June 9 and taking a 15-day
pilgrimage to Fatima, Avila, and Lourdes, then a
second pilgrimage immediately following the
Visitations of Mary Pilgrimage called Graces of
France. This 13-day pilgrimage will visit Paris,
Lisieux, La Salette, Taize, Turin and other sites in
France. You are invited to join Father John on one
or both pilgrimages. Brochures are available from
Harvest Pilgrimages 9390 5460

or www.harvestpilgrims.com or talk to Father John
on 9634 2622.



CARITAS
Week 4 —
Papua New
Guinea
Clare's story

Clare, 27, lives in the remote Southern Highlandls o

Young children’s health in the Southern Highlands i
still commonly affected by poor nutrition, delayledrn-
ing, skin diseases and respiratory illnesses. &saiit
working with local health providers to develop cuélly
relevant services for diagnosis, treatment anayollip
that complement the country’s national and prowhci
health plans. This includes raising awareness bbnly
maternal and child health issues but sexually tréitesd
diseases and primary health care as well.

Papua New Guinea (PNG), an area rich in oil and 9as |, aqgition to funding the new building at Det asup-

with a history of tribal fighting and natural disas.

“l have been working the past three years at DetltHea
Centre” Clare explains. th the mornings | do a ward
round then help the out-patients, the maternitydyand
with administration and weeding the gardens. |f¢hare
emergencies | help at night tboClare explains.

The Catholic Church is one of the largest matehnealth
and early childhood service providers in PNG, parti
larly in regions where health services are othexwisn-
existent. Caritas Australia is playing a vital ratethe
PASHIP program, partly funded by AUSAID, in
strengthening the Catholic and government healt sy
tems in two provinces, including staffing and upting

the maternity ward at Det in the Diocese of Memdigre
approximately 50 pregnant women visit each month.

“The maternity services are free here. Many of ththm

porting improvements in clinical and pre- and poestal
services at Det, Caritas Australia is working ihestre-
mote provinces to improve health facilities andipgqu
ment. Ongoing training for diocesan health coorirg
government and other health workers is aimed at im-
proving the existing services and infrastructurettie
dioceses. Through working together, a wide range of
health services in PNG are now improving.

When asked about her own future, Clare explainat th
“I would like to work in the health service, anduret to
do my Bachelors degree. | have only a Diploma.hab t
would mean in 2012 going back to schbol.

When thinking about Det's new ward, she reflect#e"
must make the new ward as comfortable as possthle a
some mothers do not like to stay and they go home.
When | am working with the mothers | try to be qaiti |
feel for them. I think how if | did not go to schaad |

ers are local, but sometimes we get pregnant Women,5q 5 yillage woman | would probably miss antenatal

traveling on the highway coming in to deliver wib.
The biggest health problem is malaria — that cansea
complications, especially with aneniiglare explains.

Erosion has made the old building at Det unsafelackd
of space and facilities present many challenge sstaiff
to provide effective health careTHe present maternity
ward is falling dowii’ Clare says. The main problem is
the lack of pre-natal services. The roof leaks,fther is
cracked, we have no proper bed and can only attend

clinics too. I help them. I'm ready to help anyeim

How you can help

Your donationto Project Compassion helps Caritas Australia
to work with local communities, local services ayuvern-
ment agencies to improve health outcomes for valvier
families.

the mothers one at a time. One woman went into the

shower — her leg went through a hole and she grdt’hu

Like all of Caritas Australia’s community developnie
projects, support in the Southern Highlands of PNG
based on principles of solidarity and subsidiarityhe
local community is expected to give $3 per heaal esn-
tribution towards the ward. They are providing lalbdo
prepare the ground, gather stones and so on. We hav
weekly work day when the councillors arrange peaople
work around the Health CentfeClare explains.

Caritas Australia is working with the local commiigs
to increase confidence in and utilisation of erigthealth
services. Traditionally, women in the Det area wlode-
liver their babies alone behind their house, a tpac

which sometimes presented serious dangers to both

mother and child.

Greater consideration should be given to the social
role of mothers and support should be given to
programs which aim at decreasing maternal
mortality, providing prenatal and perinatal care,
meeting the nutritional needs of pregnant womegn
and nursing mothers, and helping mothers the
selves to provide preventive health care for theni[
infants.

Pope John Paul |




Entrance Antiphon: My eyes are ever fixed on the Lord,
for he releases my feet from the snare. O lookeaind be
merciful, for | am wretched and alone.

First Reading: Exodus 3:1-8, 13-15 The Lord promises to de-
liver his people from slavery in Egypt and giventhe land where
they can build fruitful lives again.

Response to the Psalm : The Lord is kind and merciful.

Second Reading : Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12 Paul tells us that
God cared for Moses and the people who were deld/dom slav-
ery, but they were expected to remain faithful el G

Gospel Acclamation : Glory to you, Word of God, Lord
Jesus Christ! Repent, says the Lord; the kingdoheaken
is at hand. Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jeshsi€3!

Gospel : Luke 13:1-9 God gives plenty of opportunity fquee-
tance. Without repentance the people will perish.

Communion Antiphon : The sparrow even finds a home,
the swallow finds a nest wherein to place her yomegr to
your altars, Lord of hosts, my King, my God! Howppa
they who dwell in your house! For ever they araging

you.

1st & 2nd Collection The first collection pays for the priests of the
parish and any surplus money from this collection helps fund our retired and sick
priests. The second collection (planned giving envelopes) pays for the running costs
of our parish.

Following proclamation of the Privacy Act 1988(Tti the end of 2001, this parish reviewed itS
records and methods for holding and collectingoiinfation about parishioners. A privacy policy ha
been developed in accordance with Diocesan norrdshas been approved by the Parish Priest.

A copy is available from the parish Office .
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FUNERAL DIRECTOR
JOHN PRICE & SON

"Australian Owned and Family
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5.30 pm Legion of Mary - Verandah
7.15 pm Lenten Group - PMR1
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7 pm SVDP - Verandah
7.30 pm - RCIA Meeting

Fourth Sunday in Lent
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Childrens’ Liturgy
5 pm Inflame meeting - PMR1
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Next Week’s Readings
Joshua 5:9-12

Corinthians 5:17-21
Luke 15:1-3, 11-32
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Warning Parishioners are warned while
in the church to ensure their
personal belongings/handbags are
secured, and that they cannot be reached
from behind. Please carry your handbag
when going to communion.




